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From: David T. Cox  (coxdavid55@hotmail.com) 

Sent: Mon 9/12/11 1:44 PM 

To:  david cox (coxdavid55@hotmail.com); Kendis Muscheid (kmuschei@fclaw.com); delia escalante 
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Hello everyone. I am on the road again, finally. I am sending this email a little early as I may be 
out-of-touch for a couple of weeks. Arrived in Quito close to midnight Thursday, but had no real 
jet lag as the time difference is just 2 hours from Arizona. Quito's elevation is close to 3,000 
meters (10,000 ft), so one does notice the thinner air. Yesterday I got up and ran a little over 5 
kilometers, mostly slight uphill going out, and although the legs worked fine, jogging a very slow 
pace I was huffing and puffing something fierce the entire distance; felt like an old man (snide 
and rude thoughts or comments from readers are here anticipated). 

http://by158w.bay158.mail.live.com/mail/


I have my return flight to the States set for November 29, so have almost 3 months; already I 
wish it was longer as I see the many things I want to do, and don't feel like rushing my trips 
anymore. The maximum tourist visa stay is three months. My flight out was fairly uneventful, 
except boarding the Delta Ecuador bound flight out of Atlanta; almost all the passengers were 
Ecuadorian, and the plane was full. As with most Latin American flights I have been on, many 
passengers seem to have small regard for "British propiety" such as forming lines, waiting for 
one's section to be called, limiting carry-ons to one item, and observing seat assignments once 
on board. We were delayed almost an hour with the massive confusion of boarding and sorting 
out appropriate seats. The flight crew seemed to be "above" all of this, and responded by 
ignoring all but the worst of the maelstrom to let it sort itself out. Amazing. At the very end, I 
was asked if I would mind moving to an aisle seat in an exit row so a mother and child could sit 
together; I readily agreed, and moved up to find myself beside an very nice young man with a 
long ponytail and tatoos, apparently a native Pacific islander. At first he had his arms forward, 
and I just noticed I felt a little crowded (we were in the two seat row, thankfully). After lift-off, 
he relaxed back into the seat, and his shoulder practically took a third of my seat room. I 
thought he was leaning into me, but he was perfectly upright. Then I noticed my knees were 6 
inches from the seat in front, and his were pushed deeply into it. When he finally got up to 
stretch, his head touched the top of the cabin, and he could barely walk down the aisle, his 
shoulders bumping people on both sides. "Massive" barely seems adequate to describe him. 
But very nice. 

As usual, I am "making the trip up" as I go. One thing on my must-do-list, of course, was finally 
to get to the Galapagos. I had read that anything booked from inside Ecuador, although less 
convenient, would be at minimum 30% cheaper (any trip to the Galapagos is very expensive). 
Further, I read if one could be very flexible about leaving on short notice, and had time to wait 
for opportunities, the cost could be further reduced by looking for the last minute bookings 
when the ships are trying to fill up any empty spaces just days before sailing. Well, my second 
day here I stumbled on exactly that opportunity and have paid just under half of the standard 
fare for an 8 day sail. I leave early tomorrow morning to fly to Isla Baltra, where I will board 
"The Beagle", believe it or not (for those to whom this means nothing, The Beagle was the 
name of Charles Darwin's ship when he visited the Galapagos). The Beagle is a 105 foot first-
class luxury sailing schooner with solid teak wood decks, built 40 years ago in London. It takes 
just 13 passengers, with a crew of 5 and biologist guide. The itinerary is for the north and west 
islands, which only can be reached by 8 day cruises, and contain many of the rarer indemic bird 
species. I then have arranged to spend the following 8 days traveling on my own with day trips 
from Santa Cruz (the island with the largest town) and San Cristobal, which will permit me to 
visit the south and eastern islands. Thus, I hope to satisfy one more of my life-long ambitions, 
and probably will take thousands of photos. In 15 days I will return to Quito, where I will start 
work on finding similar opportunities for travel deep in the Amazon and to the Andes cloud 
forests, where I hope to do lots more wildlife and bird photography.  

I have attached just a few photos, including my bed & breakfast hotel in the heart of the 
Mariscal (the center of "New Town" and the absolute center ofnight-life), one of the 
metrobuses, and the first three new species of birds I found in the heart of Quito; a Sparkling 



Violetear (one of the 131 species of hummingbird found in Ecuador), an Eared Dove (very 
similar looking to mourning doves in the US), and a Great Thrush. 

Later, Dave

Casa Sol, Mariscal, Quito, Ecuador



 
Metro by Parque El Ejido, Quito, Ecuador

Sparkling 
Violetear female, Mariscal, Quito, Ecuador



Eared Dove, Mariscal, Quito, Ecuador


